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The Truth about SAP HANA®

The Myths Debunked (Part 1)

Speed and performance are often thought to be  

the main incentives to switch to SAP HANA. But 

is there more to it than that? This blog series will 

deal with the four most common myths and 

uncover the real truth behind them.

The Myth: SAP HANA Is Primarily 

Intended to Accelerate Data Processing

SAP itself is partly responsible for this mis

conception. Initially, the company emphasized  

the ability of SAP HANA to crunch data in consi

derably less time than conventional database 

platforms. As a result, many enterprises believe 

that this is its main purpose. Now they are 

desperately trying to find a business case for the 

speed increase. 
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The Truth: Speed Is Just the Catalyst

While SAP HANA is indeed fast, this generally 

does not justify the costs of switching. By itself, 

accelerated data processing is not enough to build 

a convincing business case. What really matters 

is how an enterprise uses this speed and how 

it leverages the potential offered by innovations 

based on SAP HANA—the SAP S/4HANA business 

suite, for example.

It is important to react quickly and take full 

advantage of new trends and developments in 

the digital age. One of the main strengths of 

SAP HANA is that it provides businesses with 

the flexibility and agility needed to profit from 

big data and the Internet of Things. With SAP 

enhancements, and programming customized 

according to specific business needs, companies 

can more easily develop new business models  

and create additional revenue streams. 

And beyond increased speed and flexibility, SAP 

HANA offers integration and simplification. It 

consolidates data from multiple sources to provide  

a single point of truth. This makes it far easier  

for users to obtain the data they need, when they 

need it, and accelerates insight to action. Decision 

making is strengthened as outcomes and impact 

can be instantly checked and evaluated using 

predictive analytics. 

What’s more, new interfaces considerably improve 

the user experience. SAP Fiori requires little 

additional training and can be customized to 

increase efficiency and usability, for example.

A Matter of Misplaced Emphasis?

The focus is just on the wrong strength. Speed may 

be an advantage for some, but the real benefit of 

SAP HANA is its additional functionality and the 

new opportunities this opens up. That is what 

really makes businesses more competitive. 
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The Myths Debunked (Part 2)

The price of SAP HANA is the subject of much 

discussion, and many businesses are still unsure 

whether they can afford it. This blog post will 

address the confusion behind the price of the  

in-memory technology. 

The Myth: SAP HANA Is More  

Expensive than Other Platform Options

To avoid high initial outlay on new technology, 

many businesses prefer to take the approach of  

“if it isn’t broke, don’t fix it.” They stick with their 

existing systems and update them as required.  

This is one of the reasons why some have been 

re luctant to adopt SAP HANA despite the advan - 

tages that it offers. 
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Businesses are wary of the acquisition costs: New 

hardware needs to be purchased and installed, 

and new licenses are required. So SAP HANA must 

be more expensive than conventional databases, 

right?

The Truth: It Could Be Cheaper than  

You Think 

In the short term, switching to SAP HANA will 

generally incur higher costs than other database 

platforms. In-memory technology is more expensive 

than disk storage and still requires disk drives or  

flash memory for backup. And although it is a more  

efficient method of storage that can reduce data  

footprint, this usually will not immediately com-

pensate for the additional expenses. 

However, to avoid these costs, businesses can 

transfer their SAP HANA systems to a cloud provider. 

Some hardware resources are still required for this 

approach, but it does enable enterprises to start 

small and grow in line with actual demand. It also 

frees up human resources within the organization 

as the cloud provider administers the systems. 

With this option, there is no need to invest time and 

resources into additional training for SAP HANA.

In terms of total cost of ownership, SAP HANA 

does offer greater potential savings in the long term. 

First of all, it enables businesses to consolidate 

database systems into one single source of truth. 

This not only reduces hardware and software costs, 

but increases efficiency, too. Because all data is 

stored in one system, it is no longer necessary to 

manually obtain data from numerous disparate 

sources.

A Promising Investment

It is also important to consider the new oppor-

tunities and solutions that SAP HANA affords. 

SAP S/4HANA, for instance, delivers a wealth of 

new functionality to help reduce expenditure and 

increase value. New capabilities such as predictive 

maintenance, and the easy creation and adaption 

of business models, help enterprises to generate 

additional revenue streams. In addition, most 

future applications by SAP will be based on the 

in-memory platform, putting the enterprises that 

use it in a better position to capitalize on new 

developments.

We can see, then, that the relatively high initial 

outlay does pay off in the long run. If enterprises 

tap its full potential, SAP HANA will ultimately 

prove to be the better value option. It is a long-

term investment, but one with great promise. 
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The Truth about SAP HANA®

The Myths Debunked (Part 3)

Implementing a new technology can be a daunting 

prospect—and many CIOs believe SAP HANA  

migration to be a major undertaking with poten

tial for risk. This blog post takes a closer look at 

the process and attempts to clear up any mis

understanding.

The Myth: SAP HANA Migration Turns 

Businesses Upside Down

SAP HANA implementation is often thought of as  

a highly complex, timeconsuming, and disruptive 

task. This is perhaps due to concerns that such 

a largescale project often involves fundamental 

changes to the company’s IT architecture. Testing 

is required, processes will have to be altered, and 

users will need additional training to get to grips 

with the new technology.
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The basis for the myth is that application migration 

can be highly complex. And yes, systems will need 

to be converted and upgraded to a new release. 

Moreover, if businesses want to reap the benefits of 

SAP S/4HANA, they will first have to undergo even 

more process changes. But is there a way to reduce 

this disruption?

The Truth: It Involves Less Risk and  

Effort than You Think 

Thanks to several options for assistance, the tech

nical side of SAP HANA migration is actually 

relatively easy. First of all, there are standardized 

approaches available for server migration. SAP 

and its numerous partners, including itelligence, 

offer various sets of best practices to help make 

SAP HANA implementation run smoothly. In a lot 

of cases, database migration and system upgrade 

can even be carried out in one step. This simplifies 

migration and cuts downtime, ensuring reduced 

disruption. 

However, it will be a significant system change. 

That’s why itelligence has prepared a collection 

of standardized workshops to help businesses 

choose the best approach for migration and create 

a schedule for the project. A strategic plan for 

SAP HANA migration goes a long way toward pre

venting disruption. And enterprises that want to 

start more smoothly using SAP S/4HANA Finance, 

for example, can use the ‘sidecar’ approach. It 

enables the new financials application to be used 

alongside an existing ERP system. In this way, only 

minor changes are necessary and risk is kept to a 

minimum.

Support for the Switch

Like any implementation project, migration to SAP 

HANA or SAP S/4HANA is a major commitment. 

But there are a variety of options that can help enter  

prises along the way. The right support can help make 

the switch to SAP HANA as seamless as possible.  
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more information
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The Truth about SAP HANA®

The Myths Debunked (Part 4)

Flexibility is crucial for business. But many enter

prises are not sure about the degree of scalability 

that SAP HANA can offer them. The final blog post 

in this series will reveal the facts behind the memory 

size limits of the inmemory database platform. 

The Myth: SAP HANA Scalability  

Is Limited

As an enterprises grows, it is important it has scalable 

solutions that can meet the rising demands. But 

there are limits to the amount of data that one server 

can hold. In the early days, there were numerous 

concerns about the scalability of SAP HANA due to 

restrictions on server sizes. And some of these doubts 

still persist today. Businesses fear being ‘locked 

in’ to a limited database size as it could lead to 

difficulties if their needs outgrow the capacity. 
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The Truth: Memory Size Limits Are  

No Longer an Issue 

In fact, there is now very little truth to this myth. 

Depending on the application, SAP HANA offers  

both vertical and horizontal scalability. The 

maxi mum RAM for single systems is constantly 

growing, even as you read this. Currently, it allows 

enterprises to scale up to 12TB on Intel x86 

technology. 

With virtualization businesses have a highly 

flexible and easy-to-manage option, although at 

present this flexibility comes with some sizing 

limitations. But even virtual environments are 

growing rapidly. The IBM Power platform, just 

recently released for SAP HANA by SAP, adds even 

more dynamics to this development with virtual 

instance support up to 4TB, and more to come.  

So, even present capacities are already sufficient  

for the vast majority of implementations.

In cases when a single server is not sufficient, 

however, SAP HANA can also be scaled out. 

This means multiple servers can be operated in 

a cluster to tackle much larger volumes of data. 

While SAP S/4HANA and ERP on SAP HANA are 

still restricted to one machine, there are virtually 

no limits for SAP Business Warehouse. Currently, 

the largest certified configuration is a cluster of 56 

servers, offering a colossal 168TB RAM. And even 

larger configurations are possible.

Finally, technologies such as SAP IQ, Apache 

Hadoop, or SAP HANA Vora provide ways to seam-

lessly integrate additional storage capacity for  

near-line and archive data. This is the foundation 

for the storage required to leverage the Internet of 

Things and Industry 4.0 and the mass of data that 

they will bring.

Room for Growth

The result is that SAP HANA can in fact be scaled 

up or scaled out in line with requirements. 

Although there are limits to maximum memory 

size, these are more than sufficient for almost  

any project. Enterprises can rest assured that they 

will have the storage to match their needs, no 

matter how large they become.
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